 PRINTUD RY YK THEABURY GEPARTMENT, NURRAL OF EXQRAVING AND PRINTING

he Century of Progress Intemarional Exposi-
tion was held in Chicagn, Illinais beginning
June 1, 1933, Later thar summer, from August
e 21 to 26, the Anmh Philatelic Sociery held
nual convention in Chicago's Medinah Michig:
Avrnue Club. Both events received philatelic recogniTic ng:::
Special Collector stamp sheets ssued on August 25,
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in a few years, settlers began to ;

sweurmulate nearby,

The fort was abandoned durmg the War of 1812 and, on

August 15, 1812, it was bumed

by Indians. No further setrle-

ment of Chicago took place unril 1816, wh
. when American sol.
diers rebuilt Forr Dearborn. The pest was occupied until the

1830s and, once again, a small
log cabins grew up anound it. T
the newly created stare of Minx

The 1830¢ brought musl
With the opening of the Erje (
migration shifted. Chicago wa
h}-mlng the principal war,

« luster of traders’ shacks and
¢ settlement became part of
in 1818

oming groweh o HCago.
nal, the pattern of estward
he main benefici; quickly
gateway to the ' /est. The
833 when the tiny communi-

BUREAU OF ENGRAVING AND PRINTING

he Federal Building Special Collecror stamp

sheet was one of two sheets printed art the U.S.

government exhibit at Chicago's 1933 Cenrury

of Progress Exposition. Symbolizing the con-
temporary city, it was made up of 25 previously issued 3¢
stamps showing the distinctive three-towered federal building.
The sheet was first placed on sale on August 25, 1933 at the
philatelic starion set up at the convention of the American
Philatelic Society, which was also hosted by Chicago in the
summer of 1933,

The Century of Progress Exposition celebrated the cen-
tennial of Chicago, which was originally established as a vil-
lage in 1833, The fair was held on a strip of reclaimed land
about 6 miles long and 600 feet wide along the shores of Lake

Michigan.

Exhibits of science, technology, and industry at the expo-
sition were widely regarded as the best ever assembled in the
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United States. They dramatically portrayed the progress of
civilization during the 100 years of Chicago’s existence.

The fair also had a profound influence on the future
course of American architecture and design. Many public
buildings of the late 18005 and carly 1900s were built in the
classical Beaux-Arts style. Bur the federal building shown on
the stamp, with its three massive towers, marked the start of a
new trend. Constructed on the exposition grounds, it under-
scored Chicago's standing as a showcase of archirectural inno-
vation, and helped to popularize modemn architecture.

At the time of the Century of Progress Exposition, the
United Seates was in the throes of the Grear Depression. Yet
the fair proved to be an enommous financial success. [t was
held over until the summer of 1934, and retumed a surplus
after its underwriters were paid in full. In addition, the con-
struction and operation of the exhibits and the influx of

ists provided a strong boost o Chicago’s economy.

T —




The 1934 Byrd Antarctic Expedition Stamp S/icct‘

The center of the park is the 14,410-ft Mount Rainier
volcano, the highest mountain in Washington. Local Indians
referred to the peak as “Mountain that was God.” Gaseous
fumes still rise from its cone, although it has been dormant for




vehicle was a thinking robot capable of performing numer-
ous scientific experiments.

Sojourner returned 2.6 billion bits of information © the
. Laboratory. The data included chemical
i on winds and other
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